Rough Notes From Our Trips To Cali, Columbia #2
“Conquering the Multitudes” 

Pastor Jaime Restrepo – Youth Pastor at Cali – March 22, 2007  

Genesis 15:1-6, Abraham and the promise of his heritage. “look up to the heavens and count the stars.

Nothing in this church would function without the Holy Spirit.  Prayer sustains the church.  If we don’t pray, our plans won’t work out.  For a great vision we need a great prayer.  Our prayer needs to be according to our calling.  Without prayer we don’t have the backing of God.  With prayer, God produces the results.

1.  God gave Abraham a great vision (vs. 1)

--When we depend on God, supernatural things can happen.

--Gen. 12:2, God called Abram to leave his family and nation.  Abraham had to die to the things that had become his security.  All of his human support systems were taken away so they he could learn to depend on God.

--If you are only doing what you know you can do you are lacking faith in God.  All people that believe in God for great things will never be the same.

--Guard your thoughts, because they become your words, your words, become your actions, your actions, become your habits, your habits become your character and your character becomes your destination.  What do we think about?  It determines your future.  John Maxwell says that a man is the sum of his thoughts.  A flee jumps 180 times his height.  But if you put a cup over a flee, after a little while you can remove the cup and the flee will not jump any higher than what he could with the cup covering him.  And this is how we are conditioned to think small thoughts.  We run into obstacles so we give up and do not make any effort to go higher.  You cannot exceed the greatness of your thoughts.  Abraham received a vision of greatness even when he had nothing.   We need to learn to think big.  
--John 14:12

2.  Always wait for the best  (Wait on God for the best.)
Gen. 15:2, i.e. don’t be satisfied with the present.  God always has more.  As long as their our people who need the Lord we can think of reaching more.

--We need to break the mentality of meagerness and poverty among pastors and Christians.  We lack faith.  We are receiving the blessings that God has for us.  He wants us to have the best.  The world sees that sin, and corruption pays.  If you serve God you are poor.  This will not reach the masses.  They need to see that God can improve their lives and bless them and meet their needs.

3.  Visualize your success

--God took Abraham outside and showed him the stars.  As long as Abraham was in his tent he couldn’t see the stars.  God had to take him out of his “tent” (his world of familiarity) to show him something greater.

--What if you could get in a time machine and travel five years into the future?  What would you find?  What you see something that God has done through you?  It is possible.

4.    Example of Cho—He went out to the vacant field in the rain at 3:00 a.m. to pray and preach in the darkness (no one there)  Today, he has a church of over a million people in that place.

--The miracle of conception is the real miracle of birth.  When you receive the seed of a vision, you have to nourish it and feed it until it comes to birth.  

--Example of Jesus, he was in preparation for thirty years.  His ministry lasted three years, he left a small group of disciples who were empowered to multiply.

5.  Visualize the success and record it.

Jaime has a large framed picture of himself preaching to thousands with the scripture on it, that he looks at and prays over everyday.
6.  Abraham’s faith was credited to him for righteousness

--vs. 6.

--What proves that I own my house?  My name is on the title.  When God puts your name on the title, no one can take it away.  It doesn’t matter what happens.  You have the title in your name.  That’s what God did for Abraham and He is able and willing to do that for us.

